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Early childhood 0-4 years

*  The majority of children between 0 and 4 years of age (59.2%) do not attend

kindergarten or creche. The percentage is significantly lower in rural areas
(35.7%)

* The attendance rate of children between 3 and 6 years old is considerably
lower amng Roma children (58.3%), children living in rural areas (68.8%) and
children living in households where more that 80 % of adults are jobless
(62.5%).
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The share of Roma children living in housing deprivation is much higher (more
than 70%) compared to the share of Bulgarian children in the same situation
(less than 10 %). Children in rural areas (39.9 %) are also at higher risk of
growing in poor living conditions than their peers in towns and cities (18.5 %).
The share of children living in housing deprivation reaches 65.3 % in
households where the highest level of education is lower secondary
education.

More than half of the children in Bulgaria live in overcrowding (compared to
an average of 34.8 % of the general population) and their share is particularly
high among those aged between 0 and 4 years (about 56 %).
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Early Childhood 0-4 years
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Children between 5 and 14 years old

*  About 91 % of the children between 5 and 14 years are attending school or
kindergarten, about 7 % have left the education system and about 1.5 %
have never been involved in it.

e  Children of Roma origin, living in rural areas and children in bigger
households and households with lower degree of education of its members

are the groups at higher risk of dropping out of education or never be
enrolled in it.

*  The share of Roma children who do not attend school (13.8%) is
] considerably higher compared to the children coming from a Turkish and
kﬂm cmemecor Bulgarian background (both around 3.8%). {EFRA
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Children between 5 and 14 years old

e The share of children living in housing deprivation (24.4 % among children aged
between 0 and 4 years and 22.2 % among those between 5 and 14 years) is higher
than the average housing deprivation rate among the general population (18.7 %) and
is particularly high among Roma children (71.1 %) and children living in households, in
which none of the members has higher than primary education (83.9 %).

e More than half of the children between 5 and 14 years of age (about 51 %) live in
overcrowded homes. This share is the lowest compared to the other age groups of
children, but is much higher than the average overcrowding rate among the general
population (about 35 %).
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Children between 5 and 14 years old

e The majority of households with children aged between 5 and 14 years have some
internet connection (85.8 % have mobile connection and 71.6 % have fixed
connection). At the same time, the share of households, which cannot afford to pay
the costs for internet (7.3 % for mobile connection and 11.3 % for fixed connection)

shows that there is still a group of children that may not have any access to internet
at home.

The share of children living in jobless households drops down from 63 % in
households where none of the members has higher than primary education to 4.5
% in household, in which the highest level of completed education is upper
secondary or professional (vocational) education
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Children between 5 and 14 years
old

Share of children aged 5-14
years with longstanding
(chronic) illnesses or health
problems, and health self-
assessment of children aged
5-14 years
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Children with longstanding
(chronic) illnesses or
health problems

Children whose health is
assessed as fair, bad or

very bad

Source: BNSI/FRA 2020 survey
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Children between 5 and 14 years
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Children between 15 and 17 years

o 52.4% of the children aged between 15 and 17 years see their general
practitioner at least once a year, which is less compared to adults above the
age of 18 (61 %). The share of children aged between 15 and 17 years, who
have never visited their doctor (about 5 %), is also much higher compared to
the one of adults (1.3 %).

e More than 7 % of children between 15 and 17 years of age are neither in
employment nor in education or training (NEET). This share is lower
compared to persons between 18 and 29 years of age (22.2 %).
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Children between 15 and 17 years

e The share of Roma children aged between 15 and 17 years living in housing
deprivation (63.7 %) is about six times higher compared to children of
Bulgarian ethnic background (10.6 %). Children living in rural areas (41.2 %)
seem to be much more exposed to the risk of housing deprivation compared
to those living in towns and cities (14.8 %).

e The share of children aged between 15 and 17 years living in overcrowding is
particularly high among the Roma population (almost 85 %), but is also
considerably high among children who self-identify as having Bulgarian (about
47 %) or Turkish (about 46 %) ethnic background.
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Children between 15 and 17
years

Time elapsed since last visit to
a general practitioner: share
of children aged 15-17 years
with last consultation with
general practitioner in the last
12 months
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Children between 15 and 17
years

Time elapsed since last visit to
a dentist: share of children
aged 15-17 years with last
with last visit to a dentist or
orthodontist in the last 12
months
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Children between 15 and 17
years
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Children between 15 and 17
years
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Children between 15 and 17
years

Share of children aged 15-17
years with current main
activity NEET, by sex, self-
declared ethnicity, residence
type, household size, and
highest degree of education
completed in the household
among its members aged 24
and over
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Children between 15 and 17
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Children between 15 and 17
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